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What are the three basic functions of language? Give an example of each.
William Hughes, Jonathan Lavery, and Katheryn Doran outline 9 major functions of language. The book titles these function of language as descriptive, emotive, directive, performative, recreational, evaluative, evocative, persuasive and interrogative. However, the basic functions of language are Descriptive, emotive and evaluative. Descriptive language seeks to set out the facts, or what the speaker considers to be facts about the content. For a phrase to assume a descriptive function, the speaker or writer must convey a detailed account of something. The details as prescribed in the used language enable the audience to reason what is meant by the narrator, which may be an unintended purpose. An example of a descriptive function is, “The building at the end of the block, with red bricks and a billboard on top” (Hughes, Lavery & Doran, 2014).
Emotive language is used to express emotions, feelings, ideas, and thoughts. Emotive language is fulfilled with voluntary expressions or involuntary expressions. Involuntary expressions describe the spontaneous and unconscious reactions to situation or objects. Involuntary expressions are typically punctuated with exclamation marks. Some examples include curse words and automatic instinctual sounds. Voluntary expressions that illustrate an emotive function include set theatricals performances, call for help, discontent tone, among others. They are deliberate and conscious expressions. Examples include, “I love it when he does that.” “He irritates me” (Hughes, Lavery & Doran, 2014).
Evaluative language supersedes mere description and provides relevant information to allow for a valuable judgement to be made from the content. For language to present an evaluative function, the content must provide relevant information critical for interpretation. Any form of language seeks to pass information and thus the stimulus of the audience is peaked to create a condition of uncertainty and novelty. An evaluative function serves to create cognition and restore the stimulus by evaluating the content and interpreting the meaning. An example of statement that satisfies the evaluative function is, “Contrary to popular opinion, whales are mammals not fish’ (Hughes, Lavery & Doran, 2014)
How many functions can one passage serve at once? Come up with an example that serves more than one function at once.
	There is no stated limit to the number of functions a passage can fulfil. The length of a passage should be moderated to allow for comprehension by the user. To decipher the number of functions in a passage, the constituent elements are broken down and analyzed. Take for example; 
“When Dillon left for the city, he as just a young man, filled with hope and glimmering with confidence which we hoped will mask his innocence and inexperience. The city broke him. Gone was the boy who lit up a room with hope, in was the man serving as a cautionary tale” (Hughes, Lavery & Doran, 2014).
The first sentence describes Dillon and expresses his character. The first sentence also presents as an opportunity to be evaluative. The second sentence is merely descriptive and holds no other purpose. The final statement serves to persuade against the city, describe the state of Dillon’s return, and arouse feelings of disappointment and pity. The entire passage projects descriptive, evocative, evaluative, and persuasive functions.
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